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Talking Points

Staying Safe During Flooding

Be alert to electrical equipment that could be energized and in contact with water, along with other
potential hazards that create a serious risk of electrocution. Safety measures to keep in mind include:

Never step into a flooded basement or other room if water may be in contact with electrical outlets,
appliances, or cords.

Never attempt to turn off power at the breaker box if you must stand in water to do so. If you
cannot reach your breaker box safely, call your electric utility to shut off power at the meter.

Never use electric appliances or touch electric wires, switches, or fuses when you are wet or
standing in water.

Keep electric tools and equipment at least 10 feet away from wet surfaces. Do not use electric yard
tools if it is raining or the ground is wet.

Electric motors in can be damaged when wet and should not be used after a storm until they have
been inspected and approved by a professional. It may be necessary to have some of them repaired
or replaced.

A good safety measure is to have ground fault circuit interrupters (GFCls) professionally installed on
outlets. GFCls are recommended for outdoor outlets and outlets near wet areas of the home such as
kitchens, baths, and laundry rooms.

For more information and videos on electrical safety, visit www.SafeElectricity.org. Safe Electricity is a program of the
Energy Education Council, a non-profit organization dedicated to promoting electrical safety and energy efficiency,
and supported by a coalition of hundreds of organizations, including electric utilities, educators and other entities
committed to promoting safe use of electricity.
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