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Talking Points

Outdoor Safety for Children

e Teach children to never play around pad-mounted transformers, solar panels, wind turbines, or
electrical substations. If a ball or other toy goes over a substation fence, call your utility for help.

o Never climb trees near power lines. A tree may be inviting climbers, but trees near power lines could
be conductors of electricity if branches are touching the wires. Even if branches are not touching
power lines, they could if weight from a child is added.

e QOpen areas are great places to fly kites and model airplanes, but do not fly them near overhead
power lines or electrical substations. A kite string can conduct electricity from an overhead power
line to the person on the ground.

e Storm fronts can move rapidly, and lightning is a potential danger 10 miles in advance of a storm.
Make sure that your children know “If thunder roars, go indoors” and not to seek shelter under a
tree or open picnic shelter.

e Ensure your children are protected from the electrical service connection to your home. Keep
ladders or long poles stowed and away from youngsters who might be tempted to use them to
reach the wires connected to your house. If you have added a room addition or deck, make sure the
service connection remains well out of reach. Contact your local utility if you are unsure the distance
is safe.

o If electric wires in your neighborhood have sagged for some reason or a tree limb has pushed the
line out of place, keep your neighborhood safe by alerting your electric utility.

For more information and videos on electrical safety, visit www.SafeElectricity.org. Safe Electricity is a program of the
Energy Education Council, a non-profit organization dedicated to promoting electrical safety and energy efficiency,
and supported by a coalition of hundreds of organizations, including electric utilities, educators and other entities
committed to promoting safe use of electricity.
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